CH. n]                     KINGS OF CHAMPA-PURA

tributes to the Chinese emperor on at least three different occasions, in
455,458 and 472 A.D. The tributes were very rich and the emperor
was pleased to confer high honours and titles on the ambassador.

The death of Fan Chen-Ch'eng was followed by a troublesome
period. Taking advantage of this a man called Fan Tang-Ken-Chuen
or Kieu Ch'eu Lo usurped the kingdom. He was the son of Jaya-
varman, king of Fu-nan. He had committed some crime in his
country, and, fleeing from the wrath of his royal father, took refuge
in Champa. But the usurper was defeated and dethroned by Fan
Chu-Nong, great-grandson of Fan Yang Mai II. The reigns of Fan
Chu-Nong, and his three successors, are without any importance.
The last king Vijaya varman sent two embassies to China in 526
and 527 A.D. Vijayavarman was succeeded by Sri Rudravarman
who claims descent from king Gangamja who abdicated the throne
and retired to the banks of the Ganges. He belonged to the
Brahma-Kshatriya family and sought for his investiture from the
Chinese Emperor in 529 by .payment, of tribute. He renewed the
tribute again in ,534 A.D.

Rudravannan was succeeded by his son Prasastadharma who
took the name of Sambhuvarman at the time of his coronation.
Sambhuvarman took advantage of the weakness of the Imperial"
Ch'en dynasty to stop the customary tribute, but renewed it in
595 A.B. after the Sui dynasty was established on the Imperial
throne. But this did not save him from a Chinese invasion. The
Chinese general Liu Fang advanced both by land and sea, and
reached the estuary of Linh Giang in 605. Sambhuvarmaa
stationed his soldiers to guard the passes which separate the valley
of Linh Giang from that of the Do Le (Tou Li). Liu Fang
defeated them and pitched his camp on the Do Le. He thea
crossed the river without difficulty and overtook the enemy a few
miles to the south. A sanguinary battle ensued. The elephants on
which the Chams mainly relied were dispersed by the Chinese
archers, and they trampled under foot the very army they were
engaged to protect. Sambhuvarman fled from the battle-field; tie
Chinese took about 10,000 prisoners and cut off their left ears. Lira
Fang pursued his victory and occupied K*iu Su. Near about tfeis
place he inflicted several more defeats upon S&mbltiavanBan awl
reached the capital of Champa (605 AJX).

sea. Liu Fang thereupon sacked the capital citj, amcl poft
captivity all the inhabitants he could lay hands on. He
took the golden tablets of eighteen kings who had ruled over Qhampa
before Sambhuvarman, and 1350 Buddhist works. Amoag Ife
captives were included some musicians from Ri-nan W!K> caraed
the Imperial couii the musical arts of India.